
	

	

 

SERMON QUESTIONS 
Chris Payne 
Weekend of April 26, 2020 
 
To review the charts and notes from this sermon, click here. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

• What one tradition, or trait, have you received from your family that you are 
most thankful for? 

• If you have one, describe the most favorite Bible you have ever received? Why 
is it your favorite? 

• Take a minute and thank God, our Father, for the way in which he has 
protected and preserved his word to us throughout the centuries. What a gift 
God’s word is to us. 
 

INTO THE BIBLE  
The Uniqueness of the Bible 

• Let’s start by reading 2 Peter 1:16-21 in two different versions: 

ESV 16	For we did not follow	cleverly 
devised	myths when we made known to 
you	the power and	coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but	we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty.	17	For when he received honor and 
glory from God the Father, and the voice was 
borne to him by the Majestic Glory,	“This is my 
beloved Son with whom I am well 
pleased,”	18	we ourselves heard this very voice 
borne from heaven, for we were with him 
on	the holy mountain.	19	And	we have the 
prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which 
you will do well to pay attention	as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until	the day	dawns 
and the morning star rises in your 
hearts,	20	knowing this first of all, that no 
prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's 
own interpretation.	21	For	no prophecy was ever 
produced by the will of man, but men spoke 
from God	as they were carried along by the 
Holy Spirit. 

The Message: 16-18	We weren’t, you know, just 
wishing on a star when we laid the facts out 
before you regarding the powerful return of 
our Master, Jesus Christ. We were there for the 
preview! We saw it with our own eyes: Jesus 
resplendent with light from God the Father as 
the voice of Majestic Glory spoke: “This is my 
Son, marked by my love, focus of all my 
delight.” We were there on the holy mountain 
with him. We heard the voice out of heaven 
with our very own ears. 

19-21	We couldn’t be more sure of what we saw 
and heard—God’s	glory,	God’s voice. The 
prophetic Word was confirmed to us. You’ll do 
well to keep focusing on it. It’s the one light 
you have in a dark time as you wait for 
daybreak and the rising of the Morning Star in 
your hearts. The main thing to keep in mind 
here is that no prophecy of Scripture is a 
matter of private opinion. And why? Because 
it’s not something concocted in the human 
heart. Prophecy resulted when the Holy Spirit 
prompted men and women to speak God’s 
Word. 

https://notes.subsplash.com/fill-in/view?page=ghA0TgGeTe


	

	

• From this passage, compare and contrast what is said about Peter and the 
disciples and what is said about Jesus and God.  

• From these verses, what does Peter want the recipients of this letter to 
understand? How does Peter want them to respond? 

• In what ways do these verses identify the uniqueness of the Bible? 
• Identify some of the “prophecies” that you are aware of that come from man 

and not God. 
 

Read Isaiah 40:8, Luke 24:27, and Psalm 119:105 
• What are some of the ways that these verses identify the uniqueness of the 

Bible? 
• Chris talked about the Preservation and Proclamations/Prophesies of God’s 

word to us. 
• Identify these “Ps” in the verses we have read. 
• What are some reasons why the uniqueness of the Bible might be important 

for us to understand?  
• Chris also stated that the Bible invites itself into our story, right now. Read 

Hebrews 4:12. How have you experienced the Bible as living and active in your 
life? 

 
APPLICATION 

• Chris stated that gospel renewal is God’s people returning to God’s truth. 
What might that look like in your life today? In what ways have you seen 
renewal in your own heart over the past year? 

• What are some things that you can do to make spending time in the word a 
priority in your life today? 

• Confess to the Lord the things that are roadblocks to your time in the word? Is 
their unconfessed sin? Busyness? Distractions? Attitudes that need to be 
dealt with in prayer? Unbelief? Pray and ask the Lord to open your eyes and 
heart to receive the word in all its uniqueness and power into your soul and 
spirit today. 

• Let’s close by thanking the Lord for his word and praying back to God his very 
words from the book of Isaiah 55:8-13 from The Message: 
 

 



	

	

“I don’t think the way you think. 
	The way you work isn’t the way I work.” 
		God’s Decree. 
“For as the sky soars high above earth, 
	so the way I work surpasses the way you work, 
	and the way I think is beyond the way you think. 
Just as rain and snow descend from the skies 
	and don’t go back until they’ve watered the earth, 
Doing their work of making things grow and blossom, 
	producing seed for farmers and food for the hungry, 
So will the words that come out of my mouth 
	not come back empty-handed. 
They’ll do the work I sent them to do, 
	they’ll complete the assignment I gave them. 
12-13	“So you’ll go out in joy, 
	you’ll be led into a whole and complete life. 
The mountains and hills will lead the parade, 
	bursting with song. 
All the trees of the forest will join the procession, 
	exuberant with applause. 
No more thistles, but giant sequoias, 
	no more thorn bushes, but stately pines— 
Monuments to me, to	God, 
	living and lasting evidence of	God.” 
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